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Oswald Dies 
At Hands Of 
‘Avenger’ 

' DALLAS, Tex. (AP) — Lee 
Harvey Oswald is dead, slain 
by a self-appointed executioner 
who undertook swift, savage re- 
prisal- for the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

. Oswald’s killer, Jack Ruby, 
52, stepped out of a crowd of 
200 in the basement, of the Dal- 
las City Hall Sunday and put a 
single pistol bullet into Oswald’s 
side. 

“It’s too good for him!” 
someone shouted after the 24- 
- year-old self-styled Communist 
dropped in his tracks, a single 
cry of anguish escaping his lips. 
Police quickly overwhelmed 
and disarmed Ruby. 

■It was an incredible climax to 
the wildest weekend in Dallas 
history— a savage, sudden mo- 
ment of raw drama that was 
caught by national television 
networks and broadcast with 
shocking impact into American 
living rooms. 

Took Death Hard 
“He took Kennedy’s death 
much harder than that of our 
88-year-old father five years 
• ago,” said Ruby’s older sister, 
Eva Grant. “lie couldn’t eat 
Friday. He kept talking about 
Jackie and the Kennedy kids.” 
Oswald had been formally ac- 
cused of the sniper assassin- 
ation of Kennedy last Friday as 
the President rode beaming be- 
side his wife, Jacqueline Ken- 
nedy, in a triumphal motorcade 
through downtown Dallas. 

Also wounded in the shooting 




Weekend 



had proposed to apply toward 



was Texas Gov. John Connally, 
who is recovering. Later, author- 
ities said, Oswald shot to death 
a Dallas policeman, J. D. Tip- 
pit, who— wittingly or otherwise 
— interrupted his getaway 
flight. 

First Reaction 

The first reaction of Dallas 
police to Oswald’s murder was 
to : mark the assassination case 
closed, and concentrate on try- 
ing to convict Ruby. 

But federal officials felt 
otherwise. President Johnson 
ordered a full government 
probe of Oswald’s slaying, and 
the FBI proposed further inves- 
tigation into the presidential as- 
sassination with the hope of 
eventually giving the American 
people the full story. Later, 
Dallas Dist. Atty. Henry Wade 
listed what he said was a com- 
plete summary of the evidence 
against Oswald. 

A wild tumult broke out im- 
mediately .after the shooting of 
Oswald in the basement of City 
Hall. But it was nothing com- 
pared to the public uproar over 
the slaying. 

Red Version 

Communist propaganda or- 
gans abroad promptly depicted 
Oswald’s death as a coverup to 
mask sinister rightist forces 
which they blamed for the Pres- 
ident’s assassination. Moscow 
bitterly resented the linking of 
Oswald with communism. : 
Americans themselves dis- 1 

agreed over the shooting of the 
cold-eyed Oswald. Some thought 
,he got what he deserved. Others; 
noted that no matter the enorm- 
ity of the crime charged against 
him, he still was entitled by 
law to his day in court. 

Amid the furore. Ruby was 
booked on a murder charge and 
Dist. Atty. Wade announced he 
would press for his conviction 
and execution in the electric 
chair with the same vigor he 



uswaiu. . . , 

Oswald was arrested Friday, ; 
shortly after Kennedy’s assassi- 
nation and after the slaying -of 
officer Tippit. 

He insisted from the outset: ; 
•“L did not kill President Ken- 
nedy. I did not kill anyone.” 

■ .He stuck to this story during 
4'8 hours of intensive question- j 
ing in temporary detention quar- 
ters in City Hall. 

However, Wade said of his 
case against Oswald: “I have 
sent men to the electric chair 
with less evidence. The gun was 
here, his prints were on the 
gun, the gun was the gun that 
killed Kennedy, his palm prints 
were on the box on which the 
killer sat, and witnesses put 
him on the sixth floor at the 
time of the shooting.” 

From Sixth Floor 

The assassin fired on Ken- 
nedy from the sixth floor of the 
Texas School Book Depository 
building, which overlooked the 
route of the President’s motor- 
cade. Oswald was a warehouse 
employe of the firm. 

Finely, police decided they 
would get no information from 
Oswald. They announced that he 
.would be transferred by ar- 
mored car from City Hall to a 
permanent maximum security 
cell in the Dallas 'County jail, 
about a mile away. 

Some 200 newsmen and offi- 
cials gathered in a basement 
ramp leading from a City Hall 
elevator to a driveway outside. 
Other curious spectators stood 

■ in bright sunshine outside to 
. await Oswald’s emergence. 

Oswald, handcuffed, with de- 
tectives on either arm, came 
out of the elevator and took a 
;few steps in the direction of the 
armored car parked halfway up 
the inclined ramp. 

At that moment, the stocky, 
conservatively dressed Ruby 

■ lunged forward, stuck- his pistol 
flush against Oswald’s side and 
fired a single shot. The roar of 
the gun was somewhat muffled 
by- its close proximity to the 
’. victim’s, body. 

Th§- bullet tore through Os- 




wald's vital midsection organs, 
although it missed his heart. He 
was rushed to Parkland Hos- 
pital and into an emergency 
room only a few feet from the 
one where President Kennedy 
died. 

Fight For Life 

Some of the same doctors who 
worked on the President tried 
just as desperately to save Os- 
wald’s life. Blood was admin- 
istered. His chest was , opened 
and his heart massaged by 
hand. But Oswald never re- 
gained consciousness and died 
at 1:07 p.m. The shooting oc- 
curred at 11:20 a.m. 

Ruby owns a strip tease joint, 
the Carousel, in downtown Dal- 
las about four blocks from po- 
lice headquarters, and a dance 
hall, the Vegas, further out. 

The dapper, but hot-tempered 
entertainment figure came to 
Dallas about 15 years ago, after 
a haiid-to-mouth boyhood in Chi- 
cago. He had an arrest record 
in Dallas for carrying concealed 
weapons. He was acquitted of 
aggravated assault just recent- 
ly after a fight with a heckler 
in another night spot. 

“I can take care of myself,” 
was his proudest boast. 

His real last name was Rubin- 
stein. Early in life he was nick- 
named “Sparky” because of his 
volatile nature. 

Ruby drove up to City Hall 
shortly before the Oswald shoot- 
ing. His background had given 
him an extensive acquaintance 
among Dallas policemen and 
there seemed no apparent rea- 



| son why his presence amidst 
j officials should be restricted. 

1 Afterwards, Dallas Police 
Chief Jess- Curry explained why 
Oswald was being transferred 
in broad daylight. 

He told newsmen: “If I hadn’t 
promised you people I would not 
take Oswald until this morning, 
we would have taken him dur- 
ing the night. I told you I ! 
wouldn’t back down on my * 
pledge.” j 

Ruby’s single shot ended a! 
strange career for Oswald. I 
After serving without distinc- ! 
tion in the U.S. Marines and re-! 
ceiving a discharge as an un- 
desirable, the New Orleans-born 
Communist - converted Oswald 
went to Moscow in 1959 and an- 
nounced his intention to re- 
nounce his American citizen- 
ship and . live in the Soviet 
Union. 

‘‘I am a Marxist,” Oswald 
said then, expressing a prefer- 
ence for a life away from cap- 1 
ltalism. 

Changed Mind 

Later, Oswald changed his 
mind. Because he never actual- 
ly had received Soviet citizen- 
ship, he was allowed to return to 
this country in 1962. With him 
he brought a petite Russian , 
blonde, whom he had married 
there and who bore him two 
children, one 4 years old and the 
other 22 months old. 

All his life, Oswald was known 
Sj a longer. It was alone in a 
crowd that he fell prone on the 
basement floor of City Hall 
while pandemonium broke loose 
above his motionless body. 




